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A study on morphological features of street patterns in cities
with origins of early-modern castle towns

Reo WATANABE*, Tomoya HANIBUCHI** and Tomoki NAKAYA**

Abstract: Many of cities in Japan have long histories, and among them, those that originated in early-
modern castle towns are often still the contemporary centers of prefectures. The street networks in the
castle towns are considered to have been intentionally complicated to interrupt enemies’ invasions. The
purpose of this study is to examine the characteristics of the castle town origins regulate the connectivity
of the current street networks using the ‘Space Syntax theory’. This study extracted 21 cities with origins
of castle town across Japan and compared them based on the Local Integration value. As a result, no
clear correlation was observed between the castle town period and the current street connectivities. This
suggests that the current street networks are not necessarily dominated by the characteristics of the castle

town.

Keywords: 3 FH] (early-modern castle town) , A~—R I ¥ v 7 ABLFs (space syntax theory) |,

HIFETERE (street patterns)
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