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Development of Accessibility Indices to Outpatient Treatment in Everyday Life

Ikuho YAMADA*

This research aims to develop accessibility indices to outpatient treatment in everyday life incorporating
comprehensiveness of medical departments and variety of medical facilities, in addition to spatial
accessibility. While research on spatial accessibility to medical facilities in Japan has mostly dealt with
inpatient treatment in large hospitals, outpatient treatment in small clinics dominates the amount of
medical treatment used in Japan. In order to understand local situations and spatial variabilities in
healthcare accessibility that we face in everyday life, it is important to take into account outpatient
treatment as well in accessibility research. Therefore, this research proposed three accessibility indices to
outpatient treatment in the walking distances and then computed them for a secondary medical area in Tokyo.
Assessment of spatial distributions of and mutual relationships between the proposed indices suggested that
the combination of multiple indices could lead to further insights about spatial accessibility to healthcare.
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