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Comparison of living environment factors contribute to population increase
in Japan and Korea
- A case study in Tokyo and Seoul metropolitan area -

Al Hisatoshi *, EOM Sunyong *, JANG Minyoung **

Compact city is one of the important concept for city planning strategy and policy in the era of
population decline. Japan has introduced a compact city planning scheme recently since Japanese
population is now started to decline. However, quantitative discussions on the impact and the effect of
compact city policy is needed. Republic of Korea is also expected to experience population decline in
the near future. This study discusses whether Living Environment Score (LES) method can also be
applied to Seoul metropolitan area, while the method is developed under the situation of Tokyo
metropolitan area. We found that people’s preference where to live is different between Seoul and
Tokyo for the accessibility indices and is similar for the demographic features.
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