Classification of changing patterns in the number of police boxes and residential police boxes in
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Japan
- Analysis at the city level -

Ayaka SHIMANOE*, Mamoru AMEMIYA**

Abstract : In recent years, plans for restructuring police facilities, including police boxes and residential
police boxes, have been established in several prefectures in Japan, and the consolidation of police boxes
and residential police boxes has been progressing. This paper examines the changing patterns of
increases or decreases in the number of police boxes and residential police boxes at the city level in
Japan during the period from 2001 to 2006, using Digital Maps 25000. First, we conducted a cluster
analysis using the number of increases and decreases in police boxes and residential police boxes as
variables. Then, we compared the classification of changes in the number of police boxes and residential
police boxes among the prefectures using residual analysis. Finally, using four prefectures as examples,
we interpreted each classification type by its relation to the content of the restructuring plan and the

population of each prefecture.
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