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Status and Issues of GIS Use in Economics
Mizuki KAWABATA

Abstract: This study investigates the status and issues involved in the use of GIS in economics.

Although economics does not employ GIS as much as environmental sciences and geography do, it

uses GIS more than other social sciences do, and increasingly so in the recent years. Results from

questionnaire surveys suggest that economists have difficulties in obtaining expensive data, and

they have few opportunities to learn GIS. Improving GIS educational materials and knowledge

about spatial data availability are expected to advance GIS education and research in economics.
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