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Analysis of collective relocation and its effect on the lifestyle in a tsunami
stricken area: A case study of Kesennuma City, Japan
Takahiro KANAMORI, Tsubasa YOSHITSUGU, Wanglin YAN

Abstract: Two years have passed since the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and at present
collective relocation is being carried out all over the area. Consequently, safety is now guaranteed
from any more tsunami disasters. On the other hand, it is predicted that the lifestyles of the people
are to be affected due to collective relocation. In this research, the effect on lifestyles collective
relocation had was analyzed in Kesennuma city, Japan by looking at accessibility of transportation.
The distance travelled and the time taken to get to the nearest bus stop from the collective
relocation point was revealed using ArcGIS. It became evident that changes had to be made in
public transportation in many of the areas. This research is expected to raise ideas and conclusions
that will aid other collective relocations in the future.
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