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Distribution of Steller’s sea eagles and white-tailed eagles in relation to salmon

distribution in a freshwater stream in eastern Hokkaido
Kei MATSUMOTO, Shuhei TAKAHASHI and Keisuke NAKAYAMA

Abstract: Although both Steller’s sea eagles Haliaeetus pelagicus and white-tailed eagles H.

albicilla can be seen at river sites in Hokkaido, little is known for their distribution patterns in

relation to ice cover and food availability. In this study, we examined temporal and spatial

distribution of eagles by land-based sighting surveys during winter along Tokoro river in eastern

Hokkaido. More eagles occurred along open water stream and varied their density and spatial

distribution in relation to abundance of salmon. Such effects of ice covering phenomena and

salmon distribution are important for eagle’s migration and may help to understand the influence

salmon-derived nutrients, via eagle foraging activities, on riparian ecosystems.

Keywords: 447U 3 (Steller’s sea eagle), 4 <7 U < (white-tailed eagle), < & ¥/ (chum

salmon), B4 EREE (wintering environment)
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