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The Analysis of Changes in the Habitat Distribution of Japanese Deer and Asiatic

Black Bear and the Environmental Condition in Nagano Prefecture, Japan
Misao HASHIMOTO

Abstract: An attempt is made to analyze the relationship between the habitat distribution changes of

the Japanese Deer and the Asiatic Black Bear in relation to snow and vegetation. As the results show,

both expanded their respective habitation areas in 2003 compared to 1978. Furthermore, the deer could

not live in the northern part as it tends to be more heavily affected by snow than the bears. However,

the deer can also live in areas of 1m of snow and above. Therefore it cannot be said that the habitation

of the deer is regulated only by snow. In addition, opposite to the bears, the deer can also live in

plantations and secondary woodland. Both deer and bears use farmland as habitat. Therefore, the

increase in agricultural damage caused by deer and bears is a growing problem.
Keywords: 4284575 (habitat), #5574 (depth of snow), 4 (vegetation), =742 2% (Japanese
deer), >V /U7 < (Asiatic black bear), =%7I% (Nagano Prefecture)
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