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PhotoField: A User study of a photo and map-based story editing software
Hideyuki FUJITA and Masatoshi ARIKAWA

Abstract:The objective of this study is to identify and discuss the characteristics of map-based
stories and the effectiveness of maps in editing them. To help users communicate map-based
stories in a more narrative fashion, we have developed software for mapping photo collections and
creating slideshows to present travelogues, sightseeing guides, and so on, which we call a
map-based slideshow. In this article, we analyze user-created, map-based slideshows, focusing on
the spatiotemporal relationships among the photographs that compose the slideshow. We also
describe a user study focusing on how and in which order users edit map-based slideshows. The
results show characteristics of the spatiotemporal structures of map-based stories. We also
evaluated the effectiveness of maps in the user’s story-editing process. Because the spatial
slideshow is a typical form of map-based story, we assume that most of the knowledge acquired is
applicable not only to map-based slideshows but also to other map-based stories, such as a "tour"
of Google Earth.
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