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Visualization of changing interest in geographic areas based on a Q&A site

Hideyuki FUJITA, Mariko SHIBASAKI, Shin’ichi KONOMI and Masatoshi ARIKAWA

Abstract: A large amount of geographic information is accumulated in Web space. But, it is not clear

what user’s interest and demand led to accumulation of such information. However, question/answer

pairs on geographic issues submitted to a Question & Answer site directly reflect some interest and

demand of users. This paper discusses a framework of revealing trends of user’s interest and demand

by displaying them on a map, based on question/answer contents. We visualize user’s interest and

demand in the area that was affected by the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami using question and

answer from the Japanese Yahoo! Answers site, which is one of the most popular Q&A sites in Japan.
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