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Residential area classification in the Tokyo metropolitan area

-A comparison of geographical classification with socio-economic classification-

Kuniaki KUSANO

Abstract: Residential areas have been classified as a geodemographic system by using many variables

on population, household, dwelling, and occupation in chomoku-aza (small statistical area). However,

there are few studies considering variables on distance that is the one of the important explanatory

factors in geography. This study, therefore, selects the Tokyo metropolitan area as a study area, and

classifies residential areas from social, economical and family aspects, as well as geographical aspect.

As a result, the chomoku-aza in the Tokyo metropolitan area were classified into thirty five types of

residential areas based on ten extracted factors. The classification represents concentric and sector

patterns centered around the Tokyo civic center as well as urban areas focused on major cities such as

Yokohama, Chiba, and Saitama (Omiya).

Keywords: JE{EHIX 58 (residential area classification), [Rl>M434i (concentric pattern), &2
Z—/%3%i (sector pattern), #HiE#%1E (urban zone structure)
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