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Spatiotemporal Transition of Volunteered Geographic Information as a Response to Crisis: A

Case Study of the Crisis Mapping Project at the Time of Great East Japan Earthquake
Toshikazu SETO

Abstract: This paper gives an overview of the development of the Crisis Mapping Project on

OpenStreetMap by discussing how voluntarily offered geographic information transforms through time

and space, responding to crisis. Mapping geographic information and its sharing have become much

more open to the public through the Internet. While a series of recent crisis events developed an

atmosphere conducive to this kind of activities, crisis mapping project started as a response to the

Great East Japan Earthquake. The mapping and sharing are based on geographic information

voluntarily offered by people. Different from traditional ways to share the information, these activities

suggest new ways to use the information, as well as raise some issues.
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