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Onsite Tourist Guide without Detail Information: Extraction and Application of

‘Point-of-Interest’ Data
Yohei KURATA, Koun SUGIMOTO, and Naoto YABE

Abstract: To save tourists from the flood of tourist information, this paper proposes an alternative
style of mobile tourist information service, namely ‘sightseeing potential maps’, which show the
distribution of locations where other tourists have been interested. Such maps provide the hints about
what are worth seeing, thereby encouraging the users’ spontaneous excursions. We compare five
methods for obtaining the data of the locations that interest tourists, among which the use of

GPS-equipped digital cameras is concluded to be promising. We also introduce a prototype of our

tourist guide system which uses a sightseeing potential maps.
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