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Change of Population Distribution in the Yodo River Basin

from the Meiji Period to the Early Showa Period
Akio YAMASHITA

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to analyze the spatio-temporal characteristics of population

distributions in a watershed area from the Meiji Period to the early Showa Period. Through this

analysis, this study is intended to discuss the spatial relationship between water area and human

inhabitation. In the most downstream of the Yodo River Basin, population significantly grew from the

Meiji to the early Showa while it declined in the Lake Biwa Basin by the Taisho Period. The closer the

distance zone was to the Yodo River, the higher population density was in the Meiji Period.

Meanwhile, the closeness between water area and human inhabitation became less important with

developing waterworks and land transportation after the Taisho Period.
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