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Architecture and Problems of WebGIS Using Distributed Geographic
Information Service as Open API

Toshikazu SETO, Takashi KIRIMURA and Keiji YANO
Abstract: Recently in order to disseminate Geographical Information through the Internet,
WebGIS based on "Open API (Application Program Interface)" have been architected. In Japan
"Digital Japan Web System" has been released by the Geographical Survey Institute (GSI) of Japan
since 2003 and become widely used in mainly public sectors. In this paper, major three WebGIS

using free “Open API”; "Digital Japan Web System", "Google Maps API" and “MapGuide Open

source” are introduced and compared from the point of views of their functions and specifications.

Finally the problems for of WebGIS using "Open API" will be discussed.
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