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Verification of the Assertion that Jomon Culture
Flourished in the Oak Forests Zone

Toshiro EDAMUA and Kiichiro KUMAGAI

Abstract: The theory, which Jomon culture prospered in Japanese oak forests located in the north east
of Japanese chain of islands, has been widely accepted. The reason, why population density was high or
the Jomon people enjoyed prosperity in Japanese oak forests, is explained by rich production of nuts
and salmon fishing etc. This theory is often verified by the figure of distribution of population densities,
estimated by Koyama, in Japanese chain of islands. Firstly past discussions by scholars around this
theory are surveyed in this paper. Then it is tried to test both affirmation and denial on this theme by
number of ruins gathered from data base and data on soils and the lay of lands applying GIS. We found

that all past assertion of scholars are already not effective through collation with these data.

Keywords: #i3CKH (Jomon period), i#BF(ruins), A [1%E (population density), 13 (soils), HifZ(lays
of lands)
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