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Abstract  In this article, the author focused on the land-use change 

around Beppu bay area over the last 100 years. Old (published in Meiji era) 

and latest topographic maps were geo-referenced and used to interpret 

land use change in the area. The draft or preliminary versions of land-use 

maps were overlaid with 250m grid points to sample the huge area. Based 

on the analysis, socio-economical change, such as rapid urban development, 

increase of fruit growing and conversion from wasteland (mainly used as 

charcoal burning) to afforested area, has been identified. 





 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 


