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Inter-Field Cooperation in GIS Education Programs in the U.S.

Mizuki KAWABATA, Rajesh Bahadur THAPA

Abstract: Cooperation among different fields of study is an important component in GIS education.
Selecting GIS education programs at US colleges and universities for the 2007-08 academic year as
the study case, we examined inter-field cooperation in general and cooperation between
geography-related and computer & information-related fields in particular. We found that
approximately 40% of GIS education programs featured cooperation between two or more fields,
and about 20% involved cooperation among four or more fields. Further, cooperation between
geography-related and computer & information-related fields was found in approximately 10% of
GIS education programs. Inter-field cooperation in GIS education in the U.S. is considerably more

advanced than that in Japan.
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