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Decomposing the Movement of Center of Population in Japan
Kazuki TAMURA

Abstract: The center of gravity of population is one of the indicators to express the characteristics

of population distribution. The center of gravity of Japan’s population is moving continuously in a

generally east-southeast direction. The reason for this is often attributed to the continued influx of

people into the Tokyo metropolitan area. In this paper, we show that the movement of the center of

population can be decomposed into the movement due to natural and social changes of the popula-

tion. This paper shows the result of quantitative evaluation of the degree of the effect of the excess

of moving into the metropolitan area on the movement of the center of population.

Keywords: ATE L (center of population), ANBE) (migration), HE—HifH (Tokyo central-

ization), ZEK45rf# (factor decomposition)
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