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Visualization of Geographic Information in the Document Distribution of the

Spanish Colonial Empire

Rikutaro MANABE and Yusuke NAKAMURA

Abstract: From the 16th to the 19th centuries, the Spanish Colonial Empire colonized many parts
of the world from the Philippines in Southeast Asia to the most of Central and South America, and
distributed many documents within the empire, including its home country and the colonies, as a
tool to maintain its regime. In this study, we visualized actions such as the creation, sending, receipt,
and storage of documents from the Spanish Empire, which were investigated in seven historical
research papers. Specifically, the database structure for registering 219 acts of 130 documents is

examined and expressed on an interactive map.
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